
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Mission: The Illinois Food Scrap & Composting Coalition (IFSCC) is a thriving non-profit 
organization advancing diversion and composting of all organics in Illinois through advocacy, 

program implementation, market and business development, policy, and outreach. 
 

Vision: We envision a future where all Illinoisans see organic materials as valuable resources 
and urgently take action to rescue edible food and divert food scraps to avoid emissions, and to 

restore nutrients to the soil through the creation and use of compost. 

 
Minutes September 14, 2026 

 
# of Attendees: 58 
Welcome: Amy DeLorenzo  
 

THIS WAS A SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT COLLABORATION WITH THE  
IFSCC COMPOST MARKET DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

 
 

Introduction of the IFSCC Compost Market Development (CMD): Amy DeLorenzo (IFSCC 
Conductor and Communications Co-Chair) 
 

 
 



 

 
Informal Mini Speaker Spotlights 
 
It’s hard to believe, but Pumpkin Smash season is upon us! We are fortunate enough to have 
two members speaking to us about how they “celebrate the season”... If you’re not familiar 
with Pumpkin Smashes, in Illinois, they started in 2014 with IFSCC Sustaining Member, 
SCARCE. 
 
Susan Casey: Program Manager, Composting + Food Waste, City of Chicago, Department of 
Street and Sanitation   
 
Chicago residents are encouraged to drop off their pumpkins at one of the City of Chicago’s 33 
food scrap drop-off locations. 
City of Chicago Pumpkin Composting 

●​ Pumpkin Drop Off Guide for Municipalities 
 
Sarah Wilcox: Marketing Manager, St Louis Composting 

●​ BYO (P)umpkin = Discount on Compost Program  
 

 
 
Q&A  
Q: Any thought around folks individually spreading the word amidst their neighbors in the City 
of Chicago? To establish a community around pumpkin composting even further? 
A: That would be so great! The city will noodle on encouraging aggregation at drop offs to 
increase diversion. 

 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/chicago-recycles/home/pumpkin-composting.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/chicago-recycles/home/pumpkin-composting.html#docaccess-abd8444fc9bb603f2fd9c7403e8e4f65


 

 
Q: Regarding sales: does the City of St Louis own a composting facility?  
A: City of St Louis owns and STL Composting has a contract in PARTNERSHIP as a private 
company for that facility. The location in St Louis has been in operation for ~20 years. 
 
Q: For City of Chgo: Are you aware of any Scout activities to earn a badge to promote pumpkin 
collections for composting? 
A: Love the idea! Great place to start. 
 
Q: Ever think of having labeled “Pumpkins Only” bins? 
A: Probably difficult to implement. 
 
Q: Who is partnering with schools to gather pumpkins and drop off? 
A: Depends on the locality and the group willing to make these connections! 
 
IFSCC Board President/Vice President update Mike DiMucci, mike@gpocompost.com and 
Spencer LaBelle, SLaBelle@scsengineers.com 

●​ Inaugural Midwest Compost Training School begins tomorrow! Appreciative of all the 
sponsors, speakers and planning team. This is a partnership with WI and has been very 
exciting.  

 
IFSCC Administrator update Amy Bartucci, admin@illinoiscomposts.org 

●​ Midwest Compost Training School starts tomorrow - Sept 15-17  
●​ Food Waste Prevention Week (Sept28-Oct4) Wasted Food Action Alliance will be hosting 

Decoding Food Recovery and Donation: Breaking Down Barriers and Misconceptions 
in Food Rescue on Sept. 28 at 2pm cst as part of the national Food Waste Prevention 
Week campaign. This webinar will explore best practices for safe food rescue, highlighting 
successful initiatives like school share tables and donation to nonprofits. Click HERE to 
register. 

●​ Patriot Acres Tour, Oct 21, 2026 10:30am- Noon RSVP 
●​ IFSCC Member Go Green Winnetka is hosting a LRS MRF Tour, Oct 22, 2026 12 - 

1:30PM RSVP 
 
USCC update Merleanne Rampale, IFSCC ICAW Chair, MRampale@swalco.org and Sarah 
Wilcox swilcox@stlcompost.com IFSCC Young Professionals Group 

●​ Today was the final day for applications to join the USCC Board. 
●​ Residential Organics Collection Strategies webinar is coming up! FREE to USCC 

Members. 
●​ CREF released details about the ICAW contests and more –coming up! 
●​ Emerging Composter Challenge Details 
●​ Annual Conference Scholarship Opportunity HERE  

 
Committee Reports: 

●​ We Compost: Mary Beth Schaye Co-Chair, marybeth@theurbancanopy.org 
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https://qofh5neab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HNyQhZu9yXw_ihMemBOXxnnYcViMXytW-SXTAo-tIbYPlDosmELI6qma9e1jV1N0eabLKa0xDQsw7kd77oVBTrzNyi1jhXrj_csDqSr7KgGV7Qxks7pGtg4HwM6mvne0GaTS-B8yDOj6-xYHIdPM2ILpH2tzeX8JQe9a0Om7nrHMS8O-BgnarL8DLjbbSQ3KTLzUNNLDz7R5YuNcbb-a_g==&c=25yKk77VhIoGDJp-6eyHjao_XqXx8_ZV-ZTvRy_qWfX-W75UCynWMg==&ch=w80HZ6uQWp7MSbZ7z6QHSIKBUGlkSXi1qqIcAjIYWptBM4piLKNqAQ==
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mailto:marybeth@theurbancanopy.org


 

○​ Recommendation to the IFSCC Board Meeting coming soon! Announcement 
coming at the top of 2027.  

●​ Communications: Amy DeLorenzo and Steph Katsaros, Co-Chairs, 
amy.delorenzo@gmail.com, steph@brightbeat.com 

○​  Follow LinkedIn page! 
○​ Gearing up for Food Waste Prevention Week 

●​ Policy: Liz Kunkle and Susannah Sun, Co-Chairs, lizkunkle@gmail.com, 
susannah@greenerachicago.com 

○​ Policy Cmte is this Thurs, 11AM 
○​ Gearing up for legislative session 
○​ Patriot Acres Tour is Oct 21 - RSVP 

●​ Education: Natasha Nicholes, Co-Chair natasha@wesowwegrow.org, Cecilia Carman 
ccarman1567@gmail.com 

○​ Blog incoming about pumpkin smashes to generate interest from the public 
○​ Case study coming as well 
○​ PS: McHenry County is working on having an accessible drop off 

●​ Compost Market Development: Mike DiMucci, Co-Chair, mike@gpocompost.com and 
Jess Polansky Co-Chair jpolansky@midwestorganicsrecycling.com 

○​ No updates this week! Jess will be a speaker at MCTS. Mike is a Silver Sponsor 
of MCTS. 

●​ International Compost Awareness Week (ICAW), Merleanne Rampale, Chair 
MRampale@swalco.org  

○​ All Paths Lead to Compost is next year’s theme. 
■​ Toolkit and more are available from IFSCC! Stay tuned. 

●​ Young Professionals Group (YPG), Tommy Vaughan, Rebecca Koshi and Emily Wachter, 
tommy@wastenotcompost.com, rebecca@sevengenerationsahead.org, EWachter@swalco.org 

○​ Caroline has moved onto another position 
○​ Speaker Spotlight: Jake Tepperman for October 5th Speaker Spotlight 

 
Committee Meetings for 2026 (Contact admin@illinoiscomposts.org for links to join) 
 

-Communications - 2nd Monday, 2pm (Except MON 9.21.26) 
-Compost Market Development - 3rd Tuesday, 11am 

-Education - 2nd Tuesday, 12pm 
-Policy - 3rd Thursday, 11am 

-We Compost -TBD 
-ICAW - TBD 

-YPG - Oct 8, 3:30pm 
 
 
Meeting adjourned: 12:55 
Next IFSCC Meeting: Oct 5, 2026 
Please plan to join us and email admin@illinoiscomposts.org if you need a link to join. 
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