
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Mission: The Illinois Food Scrap & Composting Coalition (IFSCC) is a thriving non-profit 
organization advancing diversion and composting of all organics in Illinois through advocacy, 

program implementation, market and business development, policy, and outreach. 
 

Vision: We envision a future where all Illinoisans see organic materials as valuable resources 
and urgently take action to rescue edible food and divert food scraps to avoid emissions, and to 

restore nutrients to the soil through the creation and use of compost. 

 
Minutes August 3, 2026 

 
# of Attendees: 50 
Welcome: Amy DeLorenzo  
 

THIS WAS A SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT COLLABORATION WITH THE IFSCC 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

 
Introduction of the IFSCC Communications Committee: Amy DeLorenzo (IFSCC 
Conductor and Communications Co-Chair) 
 

 
 

 



 

Speaker Spotlight: Leslie Rodgers, Marketing & Communications Director at BPI 
Driving the Transition to a Circular Bioeconomy with Integrity 
 
Bio:  
Leslie Rodgers is the Marketing & Communications Director at the BPI, where she leads 
strategic storytelling, stakeholder engagement, and industry education to advance 
compostability, strengthen trust in certification, and accelerate the transition to a circular 
bioeconomy. 
 
With more than a decade of experience in climate-solutions businesses, Leslie has built and led 
high-impact teams across the composting and organics recycling sectors. As former Director of 
Sales & Marketing at Atlas Organics, a commercial composting company, she played a critical role 
in scaling the company from a regional operation to a multi-state leader, expanding into new 
markets, advancing organics diversion programs, and increasing the value and application of 
finished compost. Her work bridged municipalities, private businesses, and communities to create 
practical, scalable, and financially viable sustainability solutions. 
 
Leslie’s expertise spans business development, marketing strategy, policy engagement, and 
systems-level collaboration. She has supported initiatives tied to extended producer 
responsibility (EPR), organics diversion mandates such as SB 1383, municipal pilot programs, 
and carbon and soil health initiatives. Her approach integrates brand development, data-driven 
decision-making, and stakeholder alignment to strengthen both environmental impact and 
operational success. 
 
A passionate advocate for composting infrastructure, soil health, and environmental education, 
Leslie has served on the BPI Board of Directors, where she helped launch the first Composter & 
Municipalities Committee. She has also contributed to US Composting Council, the Closed Loop 
Partners Composting Consortium, Don't Waste Food SC, and Kiss the Ground as a trained Soil 
Advocate. 
 
Leslie is based in Spartanburg, South Carolina, where she is an active community leader, 
volunteer, and dedicated mother of three. 
 
Presentation HERE 
Email:  
Leslie.Rodgers@bpiworld.org 
kimberly.davis@bpiworld.org 
 
Q&A  
Q: I see TUV on the testing page.  Does this mean that BPI supports use of TUV certified 
products as well?  Can you comment on where TUV fits into the US landscape?  
A: BPI is a separate and more stringent certification than TUV - we have a deeper presence in 
North America whereas TUV is more focused in Europe. That said, we advocate in policy for 
3rd-party certification and do work with TUV on ASTM working groups and standards 
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evolution. Testing labs provide testing for both certifications to meet ASTM standards of 
compostability. 
 
Q: Re: Disintegration - does 90% equal < 2 mm’s?  Or is it considered fully composted at < 2 
mm? 
A: Re: 90% question please see: https://youtu.be/k-X0cJ7dXJg?si=mZoOCGHxjdC3tgkc 
 
Q: What is the definition of Eco-Modulation? 
A: A brief definition in this space: The concept is to incentivize better packaging design and 
disincentivize bad packaging design. That could look like: Lower fees for packaging that is 
compostable, recyclable, or reusable (and higher fees for packaging that is not). The incentivizing 
of environmentally friendly practices and/or punishing environmentally damaging practices. 
 
Q: Please link your co-authored USCC Guiding Principals mentioned during presentation. 
A: BPI LINKS: 
https://storage.googleapis.com/bpiworld-org/documents/USCC_BPI_EPR_Principles.pdf 

https://closedloopcenter.com/reports/designing-an-epr-framework-to-include-compostable-packagi
ng-recovery#Download 

 
 
Q: Leslie and Kimby, can you speak to the education BPI does to the public? Even though your 
products say "Commercially compostable" or "home compostable" I am sure there is still much 
confusion! I was wondering if you provide education in the same way you provide your brand 
guidelines to customers? 
A: Industry has evolved very quickly. BPI has been focused on the value chain (consumers are 
part of that). BPI is building consumer education and currently the focus is on policy makers to 
continue constructing containers meant for evolution and success. BPI has Youtube resources and 
courses for its members, policy makers and media. Please take these assets that BPI has built to 
help get the resources on the ground level. BPI is looking to achieve clarity in our certification 
and have it built in for activators (folks that work with consumers directly–the brands).  
 
Q Has BPI done any studies as to whether including certified compostable products in compost 
IMPROVES soil health, or only that they do no harm? 
A: Please see Composting Consortium Field Testing results (23,000 product study –10 compost 
processor facilities involved) –the proof is there that the quality is in the initial data. All compost 
was determined to be in the same range based on quality. 
 
In Chat:  
 
BPI Certification Mark Usage Requirements: 
https://storage.googleapis.com/bpiworld-org/documents/BPI-Certification-Mark-Usage-Require
ments.pdf. To answer qualifier language - qualifier language is not required but is highly 
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encouraged (space is a big factor here): The lock-up versions of the BPI Certification Mark 
include the recommended qualifier language, as well as the BPI Company ID Number/CERT #, 
and are best for use on certified products and packaging with no space limitations. 
 
 
IFSCC Board President/Vice President update Mike DiMucci, mike@gpocompost.com and 
Spencer LaBelle, SLaBelle@scsengineers.com 

●​ ED Search is ongoing. Reach out to Mike for further info or to submit an application. 
●​ Midwest Compost Training School (Sept 15-17) –details on website + social media 

○​ Looking for sponsors for MCTS too!  (Midwest Compost Training School) 
 
IFSCC Administrator update Amy Bartucci, admin@illinoiscomposts.org 

●​ New on the IFSCC blog: Happy, Scrappy Recipes by Merleanne Rampale 
https://illinoiscomposts.org/ifscc-news/happy-scrappy-recipes-reimagining-food-scraps/ 

 
USCC update Merleanne Rampale, IFSCC ICAW Chair, MRampale@swalco.org and Sarah 
Wilcox swilcox@stlcompost.com IFSCC Young Professionals Group 

●​ It’s USCC membership season. Please indicate that IFSCC (IL State Chapter) 
recommended you to join! 

●​ 2027 ICAW theme announced: All Paths Lead to Compost 
○​ Contests coming this fall! 

 
Committee Reports: 

●​ We Compost: Mary Beth Schaye Co-Chair, marybeth@theurbancanopy.org 
○​ Rebooting We Compost Recognition Program, next meeting Aug 14, Noon. 

COME! Email Amy B for link to join the discussion.  
●​ Communications: Amy DeLorenzo and Steph Katsaros, Co-Chairs, 

amy.delorenzo@gmail.com, steph@brightbeat.com  
○​ IFSCC will be tabling at 61st Street Market this September. 
○​ You can support IFSCC by volunteering at tabling events 
○​ IFSCC was well represented at Chicago Climate Week (panels, tabling, etc) 

■​ Preventing wasted food and increasing composting was highlighted quite a 
bit 

●​ Policy: Liz Kunkle and Susannah Sun, Co-Chairs, lizkunkle@gmail.com, 
susannah@greenerachicago.com 

○​ Compost Facility Tours are in progress and successful!  
○​ Looking to schedule next fall tours as well. 
○​ Issue Planning calls re: Zero Waste hosted by IEC just started this past Friday. 

■​ Circularity Conference Aug 19/20 conflicts with the normal Aug Policy 
Committee Meeting cadence –hope to see you at the conference!! 

■​ See you in committee again in September. 
●​ Education: Natasha Nicholes, Co-Chair natasha@wesowwegrow.org 

○​ USCC’s Felipe from Brazil came for a We Sow We Grow tour this summer! 
○​ The committee is helping with 61st Street tabling. 
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○​ Everything Local Conference Panelists being sought for the Urban Ag Track, 
contact Natasha to submit a proposal. 

●​ Compost Market Development: Mike DiMucci, Co-Chair, mike@gpocompost.com and 
Jess Polansky Co-Chair jpolansky@midwestorganicsrecycling.com 

○​ MCTS updates 
■​ Outdoor Classroom is Midwest Organics Recycling​

Indoor Classroom is nearby in Wauconda, IL 
●​ International Compost Awareness Week (ICAW), Merleanne Rampale, Chair 

MRampale@swalco.org  
○​ Provided earlier! 

●​ Young Professionals Group (YPG), Caroline French, Tommy Vaughan, Rebecca Koshi 
and Emily Wachter, caroline@sevengenerationsahead.org,  
tommy@wastenotcompost.com, rebecca@sevengenerationsahead.org, EWachter@swalco.org 

○​ In the process of planning YP Speaker Spotlight 
○​ Next Meeting Aug 13 

 
Committee Meetings for 2026 (Contact admin@illinoiscomposts.org for links to join) 
 

-Communications - 2nd Monday, 2pm 
-Compost Market Development - 3rd Tuesday, 11am 

-Education - 2nd Tuesday, 12pm 
-Policy - 3rd Thursday, 11am (No Meeting in AUGUST) 

-We Compost -(Aug 14, Noon) 
-ICAW - Debrief is August 4 at 1pm 

-YPG - Next Meeting, Aug 13 at 3:30pm 
 
News from attendees 
Friendly reminder to all that the Illinois Circularity Conference is coming up this month (Aug 19 - 
20), and there's a lot of great food waste/composting content on our program! We hope you'll 
consider attending! https://illinoiscircularityconference.org/agenda 
 
Meeting adjourned:  
Next IFSCC Meeting: Sept 14, 2026 (1 week later due to Labor Day) 

●​ Compost Market Development Committee Speaker Spotlight: Vanguard Renewables and 
City of Chicago Pumpkin Diversion Update 

Please plan to join us and email admin@illinoiscomposts.org if you need a link to join. 
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