May 26, 2026
Hello friends,

Thank you for the calls, emails, beautiful photos, and the stories so many have shared
this May.

A few years back, | was lucky enough to spend a couple weeks with Thich Nhat Hahn,
and the Buddhist monks and nuns he travels with, during a special educational program
| was part of. He encourages us to embrace life and he’s even spoken to us about
compost as it relates to regrowth, transformation, and new possibilities. “A flower will
become compost someday, but if you know how to transform the compost back into the
flower, then you do not have to worry.” Of course, he speaks in some symbolism and
metaphors, but those of us working in this arena know that compost and care for our
Earth does offer all these extraordinary things and more - literally.

Compost is quite a magical thing, and it was another lovely experience coming together
for an amazing week of education and celebration during International Compost
Awareness Week (ICAW) 2026. ICAW is the compost industry’s largest and most
far-reaching education and awareness campaign in the world and I’'m grateful that we in
lllinois are invited and able to be part of the celebration. This year’s theme, Compost!
Feed the Soil that Feeds Us, was inspiring, highlighting the importance of healthy soil,
growing healthy food to feed people, and biodiversity. And beyond this we can all have
a sheer appreciation that soil IS life...

There was so much activity and collaboration during these 7 days. Thank you to
everyone who helped raise awareness by planning and hosting an ICAW Adventure, by



attending and participating in one of these programs and events, or in a number of
ways, as well as sharing materials and resources to further our coalition’s mission and
work, along with the mission of this important week.

Thank you to all our Adventures and host sites, our Adventurers, and thanks to our
1st-timers - you are now part of the ICAW in lllinois family. And, a very special thank
you is sent to our IFSCC Administrator Amy Bartucci, to IFSCC’s Policy Co-Chair and
fellow IFSCC board member, Liz Kunkle, for presenting a legislative update and
coordinating a special facility tour during the week, and to all the other wonderful
members of our ICAW team.

This celebratory week of awareness brought people together from all over lllinois to
share adventures, smiles, and stories, offering learning opportunities and a wide variety
of resources to attendees of all ages. And additionally, we came together with others
from around the U.S. and across the globe. In lllinois, 70+ registered Adventures were
held in 11 counties: Farm festivals and tours featuring their own unique compost stories,
visits at gardens, compost facility tours, plant/seed/compost/composting accessory
giveaways and sales, opportunity to meet and learn about animals who help to
regenerate the soil, composting demonstrations and applications, library programs,
community presentations, meets with legislators, vermicomposting/*visits” with worms,
Compost Givebacks, Master Gardeners and Garden Clubs with other educational
guests and booths, ribbon cuttings for new drop-off sites, book and info displays, STEM
storytimes, and fun learning activities for all ages. Such a variety of great Adventures.

If you'd like to get involved, or host an Adventure in 2027, please reach out anytime.
We're here to help and have resources to share. Planning work for 2027 will begin
again soon for some of us, with more robust planning and work ramping up this winter
into spring. | have also been in contact with others from across the country and we are
hoping to offer some special virtual activities for everyone next year. And we hope to
offer our regular lllinois virtual events, the Legislative Lunch & Learn and the Compost
Café again in May 2027. On behalf of the ICAW team, Amy, and |, a sincere thank you
to everyone who was a part of this year’s efforts and who helped to spread the good
work and the good word.

Please keep in touch and we hope to see you and celebrate with you next year!

All the Best,
Merleanne



