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IFSC Social Media Guidelines and Policies 

The Illinois Food Scrap Coalition (IFSC) honors all members and partners, and provides the 
following guidelines for constructive, respectful and productive use of our social media 
platforms (e.g. Instagram, Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn) for networking and information 
sharing.  

Civility and respectful discourse 
We want to encourage respectful discussion via our online forums. Debate and disagreement 
are to be expected among a diverse group of individuals with varying experiences and 
perspectives; however, incivility and a lack of respect for others are prohibited on IFSC 
platforms.  

Credibility and clarity 
Before sharing an item, take time to read or review it carefully, considering the source and any 
potential bias. See if the same information is available from other sources, in an attempt to 
verify it. Check your facts before reacting to something another user has shared. If you feel an 
article or other resource is biased in some way, but still contains useful information, 
acknowledge the biases when posting and clearly state why you think the item is worth 
attention despite those biases. Clarifying your reasoning at the time of sharing will help ensure 
your intentions and positions are not misconstrued, and encourage others to also read or 
review material carefully before reacting. 

Our platforms are not advertising space 
While it is acceptable to celebrate relevant commercial ventures as case studies, or provide 
information on businesses or products for the sake of reference or raising awareness, IFSC does 
not endorse particular businesses or products. We will not allow our blog or social media 
platforms to be used to imply any such endorsement for commercial gain. If you would like to 
share information about a product or service relevant to food scrap composting or related 
issues, please contact illinoiscomposts@gmail.com for consideration and guidance on how to 
appropriately inform our members. 

Similarly, we do not wish to inadvertently share information about a business (e.g. identity of 
clients, trade secrets or other confidential information) through tagging or other activity. IFSC 
will ask permission of impacted parties before co-tagging on social media platforms (e.g. co-
tagging a hauler and partner or client). If an organization or individual is tagging images from an 
event or information on their own social media platforms, it will be assumed that those 
organizations and individuals are comfortable with IFSC sharing such posts or images on its own 
platforms.  

Remember these forums are public 
Though we post, comment, and react from the privacy of our own homes and workspaces, 
what we say and do within online forums is public behavior. While interaction on social media 
platforms can be casual, it should also remain professional and respectful. Remember that what 
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you post may be viewed by a wide variety of people beside your intended audience, and it may 
be accessible indefinitely, even if it is immediately deleted by you or the administrators of the 
online forums. Consider the image you wish to portray to others. If you would be 
uncomfortable doing or saying what you are about to post/share with your boss, your child’s 
teacher, your neighbor, etc., then think carefully before clicking on “submit,” “post” or 
“comment.” When in doubt about the appropriateness of your post or comment, seek approval 
or input from others; you may always email illinoiscomposts@gmail.com for feedback  

Thus, IFSC reserves the right to remove the following types of content: 
• Advertisement of goods or services
• Incorrect or irrelevant/off-topic information
• Information that violates a person’s privacy
• Libelous, slanderous, inflammatory or defamatory speech
• Personal insults directed at another user or individual, rather than a logical critique of

points being made
• Threats, celebration of another’s misfortune, or comments pertaining to violence
• Bigotry
• Promotion of discrimination or generalizations made about groups of people (i.e.

stereotypes based on sex, gender identity, race, creed, culture, sexual orientation, age,
place of origin, etc.)

• Harassment
• Vulgarity
• Obscenity
• Comments made by someone who is misrepresenting his or herself

Those responsible for posting such content may be warned that further displays of poor 
judgment will result in their removal from the forum/blocking, or they may be immediately 
removed/blocked depending upon the severity of their disregard for these guidelines. 

A note about blog posts 
While IFSC may ask members, partners, or representatives of relevant organizations to write 
guest posts for the blog on the IFSC web site, we do not publish unsolicited articles, and reserve 
the right to edit solicited content for length, clarity and appropriateness (as outlined above for 
social media content). If you are interested in writing a guest post, please contact 
illinoiscomposts@gmail.com to discuss your idea and procedures for drafting and review. 
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