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Awareness Week

GROW
Monday, May 3 - GROW using compost

Moderator: Mary Allen, Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County, IFSC Founding Member

Theresa Johnston, MWRD  
Theresa Johnston received her Ph.D. in Environmental Toxicology 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She earned a B.S. 
and M.S. in Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences with focus-
es in resource ecology, soil science, and urban ecology at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. She spent time at McGill University and the U.S. EPA 
Atlantic Ecology Division for post-doctoral research before teaching at 
Loyola University Chicago for three years. Dr. Johnston now works in 
biosolids research and outreach as a Senior Environmental Soil 
Scientist at the MWRD. Her research focus at the MWRD is application 
of biosolids and restoration of native soils using biosolids.

Fred Daniels, Growing Home, Inc.  
Growing Home’s farm is managed by Fred Daniels. Fred is a 2010 
graduate of Growing Home’s employment training program. After 
graduation he was offered a position as a farmer on the Wood Street 
Urban Farm at Growing Home. Over a span of 10 years, Fred has 
been promoted to Farm Manager and now Urban Farm Site Manag-
er. His 10 years of experience farming and managing a high produc-
tion farm qualifies him to manage this project. Fred has multiple 
certifications in urban agriculture, farm management, and organic 
farming. Fred’s expertise extends beyond the farm to food handling, 
food safety, soil health, farmers markets, and culinary arts. Fred re-
ceived his Culinary Art Certificate from Illinois Central College.

Theresa Johnston from the MWRD will share a video tour of their greenhouse that uses compost amended soil, fol-
lowed by a conversation surrounding the science behind composting and its impact on growing plants. Then, Urban 
Farm Site Manager Fred Daniels from Growing Home will discuss his work involving growing food using compost.

http://
https://www.growinghomeinc.org/
https://illinoiscomposts.org/about-2/
https://mwrd.org/
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EAT
Tuesday, May 4 - Diverting food scraps where you EAT

Moderator: Mary Beth Schaye, Collective Re-
source Compost, IFSC We Compost Committee Chair

Susan Casey, Seven Generations Ahead 
Susan Casey serves as Zero Waste Schools Program Manager at Seven 
Generations Ahead, helping K-12 schools shift operations and minds 
towards generating zero waste through source reduction, recycling, 
food recovery, and composting. She is a member of the Wasted Food 
Action Alliance and the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition. Her favorite com-
post organisms are worms and pillbugs.and diverting thousands of 
pounds of food from landfills in just one year. She is a member of the 
Wasted Food Action Alliance and the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition. Her 
favorite compost organisms are worms and pillbugs.

Jenny Futterman, Go Green Highland Park 
Jenny Futterman is the Chairperson for Go Green Highland Park and 
parent coordinator of the Zero Waste Lunches program in District 112. 
She helped implement the program in 4 of the 10 schools, recov-ering 
and diverting thousands of pounds of food from landfills in just one 
year. She is committed to waste reduction in our schools and city and 
looks forward to continuing the work next school year.

Jim Lederer, Bluegrass Restaurant 
Jim has been involved in restaurants since 1984. After working at 
Stouffers Restaurant Corporation, Don Roth’s Restaurants, and Let-
tuce Entertain You Enterprises, Jim opened up Crawdaddy Bayou in 
Wheeling. Jim has also served as a consultant in the food & beverage 
industry and general manager at Lovell’s of Lake Forest, until opening 
Bluegrass in Highland Park.  
Bluegrass has grown into the community embracing the city of High-
land Park, where Jim was on the Design Review Commission for over 8 
years and has contributed to numerous non-profits. In 2005, Jim 
started the Taste of Highland Park with Mayor Belsky. Bluegrass has 
created numerous events throughout the years, ranging from wine 
dinners, beer dinners and now boils and smoking events and the 
menu at Bluegrass is always changing. The wine list and craft beer list 
are always in motion, simply growing and rotating with freshness and 
fun in mind.

Tuesday’s presentation is all about diverting food scraps that are leftover after we eat, starting with a presentation 
by Seven Generation Ahead’s Susan Casey and Go Green Highland Park’s Jenny Futterman about food waste in 
schools. Then, Jim Lederer from Bluegrass Restaurant in Highland Park and Linda Scholz from Something’s Brewing 
will provide the restaurant perspective when it comes to food scrap diversion.

https://gogreenhp.org/
http://Collective Resource
http://Collective Resource
https://illinoiscomposts.org/we-compost-committee/
https://sevengenerationsahead.org/
https://www.bluegrasshp.com/
https://collectiveresource.us/
https://collectiveresource.us/
https://collectiveresource.us/
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COMPOST
Wednesday, May 5 - How to COMPOST in your community

Jen Nelson from the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition’s Education Committee will kick off a conversation about compost-
ing in local communities, including how to compost, all of the options that are available in Illinois, contamination 
issues that arise, and collection methods. Liz Kunkle from the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition’s Outreach Committee 
will also be a part of this presentation, and more composting topics will be addressed, such as municipal programs, 
different types of composters, and ride-alongs.

Moderator: Kate Caldwell, Backyard Food Waste 
Composter, IFSC Communications Committee Member

Jen Nelson, Seven Generations Ahead, IFSC 
Education Committee 
Jen Nelson works for Seven Generations Ahead as a zero waste 
program expert. She works with communities, institutions, businesses, 
schools, events and residents to develop sustainability goals and to 
take those goals from idea to action.This includes strategic planning, 
waste and cost analysis, outreach, education and more. Jen is a found-
ing board member of the Illinois Food Scrap Coalition, working to ad-
vance food scrap composting through policy and infrastructure change 
and she is a member of the Illinois Wasted Food Action Alliance.

Liz Kunkle, IFSC Communications  Committee,
Collective Resource Compost
Liz is the founder and president of Go Green Winnetka, a Winnetka Envi-
ronmental and Forestry Commissioner, and a Zero Waste Consultant for 
Collective Resource Compost. She is a member of the Communications 
Committee at IFSC and the Target Organics Committee at the US Com-
posting Council. She is all about reducing, diverting, and composting food 
and other organic waste all the time.

https://illinoiscomposts.org/education-projects-committee/
https://illinoiscomposts.org/communications-outreach-committee/
https://illinoiscomposts.org/communications-outreach-committee/
https://collectiveresource.us/
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REPEAT
Thursday, May 6 - REPEAT the compost cycle

Doug Bradley, SAVOR at McCormick Place
More than 18 years developing operationally effective Sustainability 
programs for large foodservice venues in the United States, China 
and the United Kingdom. Doug started with the creation of the Planet 
Evergreen Sustainable Cuisine program for ARAMARK Sports and 
Entertainment Executive Chefs in 2005, served as the Culinary Expert 
and directed the Sustainability Program for Athlete’s Dining for the 
London 2012 Summer Games in London, which was awarded the RP 
Global Sustainability Award for zero waste to landfill. “Sustainability 
was placed at the heart of the operation – a first for global catering 
– and succeeded in going beyond the LOCOG [London Organizing
Committee for the Olympic Games] sustainability guidelines around
food, venue, waste management and employee training.” Taking
his accumulated expertise in Sustainability back to the US, Bradley
served as the Director of Culinary and Sustainability for ARAMARK at
the prestigious Cleveland Clinic, where he focused on expanding their
local buying program. Working now at Chicago’s McCormick Place
for SAVOR, Doug has continued to drive a Sustainable approach into
the foodservice operations there, emphasizing biodiversity in their
rooftop garden, increasing waste diversion across the foodservice
operation, and maximizing integration into local communities.

Moderator: Amy DeLorenzo, U of IL Extension, 
IFSC Communications Co-Chair

Andy Klink, Midwest Organics Recycling  
Andy Klink is the compost site manager for Midwest Organics Re-
cycling, and will complete his 4th year at MOR on March 9th, 2019. 
After graduating in 2010 from Augustana College (Rock Island, IL) 
with a  B.A. in Spanish and in Business, he traveled the Midwest 
working at small organic family farms in order to learn more about 
gardening, animal husbandry and as a by-product, compost. In 2015, 
he came across the position at MOR and has continued his pursuit to 
help make his community more economically, socially and environ-
mentally sustainable.  In his free time, he enjoys gardening, playing 
basketball, and cooking. He lives in Crystal Lake, IL with his wife Riley 
and his dog Arrow.

These presentations are all about the composting cycle, starting with Doug Bradley from SAVOR at McCormick Place, 
who will present all about diversion in SAVOR’s kitchens and gardening that is done to reuse food waste. Andy Klink 
from Midwest Organics Recycling will share all about compost sales to large scale municipal projects, and retail sales 
of the Organimix line.

https://savorchicagomcpl.com/
https://extension.illinois.edu/
https://illinoiscomposts.org/communications-outreach-committee/
https://www.midwestorganicsrecycling.com/
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Q + A
Friday, May 7 - Break it Down: Ask The Experts Live Q  & A

The event will conclude with an “ask the expert” Q&A panel, featuring the United States Composting Council’s Ginny 
Black who will share research and technical knowledge about growing food with compost. Dr. Paul Walker from DI 
Walker Consulting and Erlene Howard from Collective Resource will provide more information about compost haul-
ers and policies and practices surrounding the use of compost. Charlie Murphy from Midwest Compost will share 
about using compost, and attendees will have the opportunity to hear answers and ideas from all of the panelists at 
this event.

Moderator: Steph Katsaros, IFSC Communica-
tions Co-Chair

Ginny Black, US Composting Council
Ginny has served on the Compost Councils Research and Education 
Foundation Board of Trustees since 1995. She has chaired the orga-
nization since 2014. She also served on the US Composting Council’s 
Board of Directors from 1995 to 2010.
In addition, Ginny currently chairs the Minnesota Composting Council 
(MNCC), a non-profit organization founded in 2012. The MNCC is a 
State Chapter of the US Composting Council, and works with com-
posters, businesses, and the public sector to divert organic materials 
to compost facilities.
Ginny retired from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) in 
2013 where she worked as a technical staff person assisting in setting 
up recycling and composting programs throughout the state of MN. 
Her last 12-years at the MPCA focused exclusively on promoting re-
duction and composting of organic materials. Specifically yard waste 
and source separated food scraps and non-recyclable paper.
She also served on the City of Plymouth’s city council from 1995 to 
2013 and was the Councils Representative to the City’s Environmen-
tal Quality Commission. In addition, as part of her duties there she 
served on the Bassett Creek Watershed Commission and the Shingle 
Creek Watershed Commission.

Dr. Paul Walker, DI Walker Consulting
Paul Walker grew up on a diversified livestock and grain farm in northern 
Illinois. He received his BS and MS degrees in Animal Husbandry from 
the University of Missouri and his Ph.D in Ruminant Nutrition from the 
University of Illinois. For 33 years (1980-2013) he was a faculty member 
in the Department of Agriculture at Illinois State University. His research 
focus was ruminant nutrition specializing in the use of alternative 
feedstuffs such as distillers grains, corn gluten, soy hulls, CDS, human 
food scraps and also pioneered the use of compost in Illinois.
Paul owns and operates a small scale lifestyle Simmental farm with his 
daughters Samantha and Leslie. He recently retired from the University 
and formed DI Walker Consulting, providing assistance in beef cattle diet 
balancing and ration formulation, and in environmental management 
assisting individuals, municipalities and businesses in EPA permit 
applications, composting management, manure management, etc.  

Erlene Howard, Collective Resource Compost, IFSC 
Board of Directors
Erlene Howard is the founder and owner of Collective Resource Compost, 
a food scrap hauling company based in Evanston, Illinois. Erlene began 
her company in 2010 when she saw the opportunity to make composting 
easier for everyone and to help recover the resources inherent in food 
scraps. Erlene is also on the board of the IL Food Scrap Coalition.

Charlie Murphy, Midwest Compost 
Mr. Murphy is the owner of Midwest Compost, LLC, with operating 
locations in Elgin and West Chicago, Illinois. Midwest Compost, LLC 
owns and operates landscape waste transfer stations at both lo-
cations as well is a landscape mulch producer and wholesaler and 
reseller. Additionally, Midwest Compost owns and operates a recycla-
bles transfer station at their Elgin location.  Mr. Murphy has over 35 
years of industry experience working with municipalities, public and 
private  waste companies developing infrastructure and acquiring 
strategic assets across the Midwest Region. Mr. Murphy has been an 
active member of the NWRA (National waste and Recycling Asso-
ciation) for most of his career as well a board member of the IFSC, 
and a board member for the SWANA Illinois Chapter (Solid Waste 
Association of North America) for 4-6 years respectively. Currently, 
Mr. Murphy is participating in the Governors Material Management 
Advisory Committee evaluating the management of waste in the 
State. Mr. Murphy attended St. John’s University in Minnesota. 

https://www.compostingcouncil.org/
https://illinoiscomposts.org/communications-outreach-committee/
https://illinoiscomposts.org/communications-outreach-committee/
https://diwalkerconsulting.wordpress.com/
https://midwestcompostllc.com/
https://collectiveresource.us/
https://collectiveresource.us/
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about using compost, and attendees will have the opportunity to hear answers and ideas from 
all of the panelists at this event. 
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